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Air Compressor Reviews and Buying Guide for 2015 

Are you searching for the best portable air compressor reviews? 

As you know, air compressors come in various sizes, types and features but they are all designed to help individuals air 
pneumatic tools such as staplers, nailers, paint sprayers and impact wrenches easily and conveniently. 

Choosing among the available portable air compressor brands and models in the market is not an easy thing as they vary from 
their capability to durability, effectiveness and ease of use. It is also important to note that what is ideal to one individual may no 
necessarily be the best for you depending on the variation and requirements of the jobs to be done. 



Therefore, to determine which air compressor is best for you, you should read the different portable air compressor 
reviews to determine why one is ranked better than the other. You should also consider your working environment. Where yoi 
will be using the compressor at highly determines your opinion of the compressor. 



For example, a compressor that rates exceptionally while working in an open environment may rate poorly while in a closed 



environment. You should also understand your power requirements. 



However, a good air compressor should last longer, have variable speed and torque control, should not generate heat while 
working, should have high ratio of power to weight and should not carry risk to fire or electricity shock. 



Top 5 Rated Best Portable Air Compressors of 2015 



Technical 
Details 

Product 
Image 



DEW ALT D55146 4- 
1/2-Gallon 200-PSI 
Hand Carry 



California Air 
Tools CAT- 10020 
2.0 HP 



Makita MAC700 
Big Bore 2.0 HP 



Makita MAC2400 Makita MAC5200 
Big Bore 2.5 HP Big Bore 3.0 HP 







Item 
Weight 



83 pounds 



Maximun 200 PSI 
Pressure 



Origin 

Style 

Power 
Source 



USA 

portable 

gas-powered 



88 pounds 



125 PSI 



USA 



portable 



59.6 pounds 



130 PSI 



USA 



stationary 



81 pounds 



90 PSI 



USA 



stationary 



104.4 pounds 



90 PSI 



USA 



portable 



electric-powered electric-powered electric-powered portable 



Warranty 
Description 



Sound 
Level 

Best 

Sellers 

Rank 



One Year Free Service 
Contract, One Year 
Warranty 

78 dBA 



Limited Warranty 1 
Year 



70 dB 



#25,054 in Home #11,148 in Home 
Improvement (See top Improvement (See 
100) top 100) 



1 Year Parts & 
Labor 



less noise 



1 Year Parts & 
Labor 



electric-powered 



lower noise (79dB) less noise (90dB) 



#19,064 in Home #27,137 in Home #25,497 in Home 
Improvement (See Improvement (See Improvement (See 
top 100) top 100) top 100) 



Customer 
Reviews 
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Shipping FREE 



Price 



Above $300 



FEE 



Above $300 



FREE 



Above $200 



FREE 



Above $300 



FREE 



Under $400 



Discount Available 



Available 



Available 



Available 



Available 



Discount 



Buy now with 
Discount 



Buy now with 
Discount 



Buy now with 
Discount 



Buy now with 
Discount 



Buy now with 
Discount 



There are many things that can be used to rate air compressors that range from the PSI, CFM, HP and even tank size. The PSI 
stands for pounds per square inch and it is used to measure the air pressure delivered by the compressor while CFM (Cubic 
Feet per Minute) refers to the volume of air the compressor pumps in one minute. 

Nevertheless, it is important to note that the ideal portable air compressor for you basically depends on how you will use it and 
your personal preferences but upon reviewing some of the top models in the market, the following five seems to rate better. 



■ DEWALT D55146 4-1/2-Gallon 200-PSI Hand Carry Compressor with Wheels Reviews 

■ California Air Tools CAT-10020 Ultra Quiet and Oil-Free 2.0 HP 10.0-Gallon Steel Tank Air Compressor Reviews 

■ Makita-MAC700 Big-Bore 2.0 HP Air Compressor Reviews 

■ Makita-MAC2400 Big-Bore 2.5 HP Air Compressor Reviews 

■ Makita-MAC5200 Big-Bore 3.0 HP Air Compressor Reviews 

1. DEWALT D55146 4-1/2-Gallon 200-PSI Hand Carry Compressor with Wheels Reviews 

Top on the portable air compressor reviews list is the DEWALT D55146. One of the major 
factors that help this hand carry compressor to stand out among the rest is its oil free 
maintenance that makes it convenient to use. 

It also has 200PSI max tank storage pressure that offers you with about 80-perent more 
usable air than other competing models. 

It is also fitted with 10" non-flat foam tires for easy transportation around the working site. 
Furthermore, its EHP pressure technology is highly efficient ensuring increased durability to 
pump and motor. 

This hand carry DEWALT D55146 is designed to help you save storage space. It has a vertical 
stand feature and a collapsible handle that allows you to save space as you transport it or 
store it. 

The compressor high efficient motor allows it to be run with an extension cord. It also has a two inch gauge that offer an easy 
to read surface while its high flow coupler offers maximum nailer performance. Its 78 dBA operational noise level offers a quiete 
working environment. 

It is also fitted with a metal console panel that offers a display area as well as protection to the couplers, regulator and gauges. 
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DEWALT D55146 4-1/2-Gallon 
200-PSI Hand Carry 
Compressor with Wheels 



Despite its exceptional features and durability, the DEW ALT D55146 hand carry compressor has several shortcomings. 



One of the biggest complaints is the location of drain valve. Some users find holding the machine at 45 degree angle a bit 
rigorous. Weighing 85 pounds, some users find it too heavy to lift especially when putting in a car for storage but it has wheels 
eliminating the need to lift it on a jobsite. 



Favorite Compressor 

I have had several air compressors over the years but 
this one has quickly become my favorite. It is quiet and 
easy to move around in my garage. Read more 
Published 2 months ago by ddturk 
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2. California Air Tools CAT-10020 Ultra Quiet and Oil-Free 2.0 HP 10.0-Gallon Steel Tank Air Compressor Reviews 



Second on the portable air compressor reviews list is the ultra quiet California CAT-10020. At 70dBA 
noise level, it is one of the quietest air compressors in the market. It is also designed with a powerful 2.0 
HP motor that operates at 1680 RPM, which results in less wear and less noise. 

It also designed with dual piston pump system that is oil free maintenance, which ensures high 
performance and durability. It is also highly convenient as you can use it in uneven terrains and at 
different temperatures. 

The oil free California CAT-10020 air compressor is also designed with a steel 10.0 gallon air tank that 




takes less than 130 seconds to fill from empty to full. It is also fitted with wheels enabling you to move it 
freely in the jobs ite. 




At 90PSI, the air compressor offers 5.30CFM, which allows you to use different larger air tools at the 

same time. It is also fitted with a control panel that comes with 21/4 quick release connectors that makes it possible to use two 
tools at the same time. 

The CAT-10020 California Air Tools has its own shortcomings. It has small solid wheels and a wheel hub that is not deep enough 
making it difficult to move it in rough terrain as it will rub against the upper step. 



You will not be disappointed! 

Awesome build quality. This has the most quiet motor I 
have ever heard. Fills the tank In about a minute from 
completely empty. Read more 
Published 16 days ago by Joshua S Schaffer 




3. Makita-MAC700 Big-Bore 2.0 HP Air Compressor Reviews 



Third on the portable air compressor reviews is the Ma kit a MAC700 . It is designed with a big 



pump piston and cylinder that offers high output with less noise. 
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It is designed to produce industrial power for greater outcome with enhanced durability even for 
job sites with tough conditions. 



The 2.0 HP Makita Mac700 has a superior bore and stroke that offers increased compression, 
less noise and faster recovery. 



It is an oil-lubricated pump and features a huge automotive style sieve that ensures greater 
efficiency and increased air intake. 



Makita MAC700 Big Bore 
2.0 HP Air Compressor 



The makita's MAC700 is cooler in operation and runs at almost half the RPM of most air 
compressors in the market, which ensures greater durability and reduced noise. 

The air compressor features a 2.6 gallon tank that offers 130PSI operating pressure, 3.8 CFM and 3.3CFM. It also features low 
AMP that ensures reduced instances of voltage drop and tripped breakers. 

The other feature that make MAC700 a convenient purchase is the well-located oil drain and oil display glass that offers effortles 
access and maintenance. 

Despite being tough, quiet, reliable, versatile and easy to maintain, the MAC700 air compressor has its own shortcomings. 

It is major shortcoming is that it is not designed to run high air consumption tools such as air chisels and impact wretches. 
However, it works perfect well for smaller air tools and hence the reason for its inclusion in the top five portable air 
compressor reviews. 



for one person its fine, I use it for the 
shop providing air ... 



I have been using this for my handyman service 
occasionally and at home It's heavy, a substantial piece 
of equipment. It is quiet, works as it should. Read more 
Published 19 days ago by The_Point 
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4. Makita-MAC2400 Big-Bore 2.5 HP Air Compressor Reviews 

The 2.5HP powered Ma kit a MAC 2400 features a shed iron cylinder that results in increased 
compression, less noise and faster recovery. 

The air compressor is designed to handle the rough conditions of a jobsite. The MAC2400 is 
designed for less maintenance, high output and low noise. 

It is also designed to offer faster recovery time, which ensures improved performance. The 
MAC2400 is fitted with a powerful 2.5HP 4-pole motor that generates 4.2CFM at 90PSI for 
increased productivity and reduced noise. 

The air compressor produces low AMP that reduces the incidents of tripped breakers during 
start-up. The pump of the air compressor is oil lubricated ensuring reduced wear and cooler 
running temperatures. 

It has copper discharge tubing that ensures reduced water in the tank and increased heat dissipation. The pump runs at 
1730RPM resulting in 79dBA noise level. 

It also has an oil display glass that ensures easy and efficient maintenance. The major issue with Makita MAC2400 is that it 
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Makita MAC2400 Big Bore 
2.5 HP Air Compressor 



cannot power two big air tools at the same time but it can power one at a time effectively. 



5. Makita-MAC5200 Big-Bore 3.0 HP Air Compressor Reviews 

The Makita MAC5200 is designed to air tools that require heavy air usage. It is a 5.2 gallon air 
compressor that is powered by an oiled 3HP engine. 

This model is perfect for individuals who need more air than what is provided by 2.5HP MAC2400 
model. It can run tools for longer time before it cycles. 

It is convenient if you are looking for a compressor that can shoot more brad nails per minute. 
MAC5200 is fitted with rugged wheels for easy portability in the jobsite. 

It has a built-in storage compartment that conveniently stores air fittings and accessories. It also 
comes with tool hangers that store tools when not in use. 



Awesome Compressor. This comes in a 
huge cardboard box ... 

Awesome Compressor. This comes in a huge cardboard 
box that is super heavy duty and then you open that box 
and there is a 2nd box that's about 1/4 -1/2 inch thick 
cardboard box„.„ Read more 
Published 5 days ago by TheOnly Man 




The air comnressor has a larae automotive stvle industrial air filter that ensures imnroved air 



intake and greater efficiency. It is also fitted with a convenient oil sight glass for easy, fast and 
efficient maintenance. 



Makita MAC5200 Big Bore 
3.0 HP Air Compressor 



It is also fitted with a lever valve that helps easily drain the tank. The oil drain is also fitted at the 

front of the pump for easy access. It also comes with a built-in thermal overload for additional motor protection. 

Despite the Makita MAC5200 being the ultimate air compressor for heavy air tools, it has a few shortcomings. When not on a 
circuit breaker, the air compressor will trip the fuse. 

You will also need to use time delay fuses as explained in the Makita manual. The other shortcoming is the presence of plastic 
wheels but which can be easily replaced with steel wheels for heavy duty usage. 



I t lt it l tX Combined with the fact it s an oil based engine 
and this is a great... 

I bought this at the big box store as it was priced comparably to 
other top compressors. The specs on this compressor blow all the 
others way out of the water. Read more 
Published 13 days ago by Matt W 
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Your Buying Guide to Choose the Best Portable Air Compressors 



1. Performance Ratings 

To match your pneumatic tools requirements with an air compressor's capabilities, you should consider the CFM (Cubic Feet pei 
Minute) ratings. You should look at the CFM ratings at 90PSI. To determine the actual requirement of your tools, you should 
calculate CFM requirements of your pneumatic tools that you will be using at once. 

You should also understand that the actual CFM will change depending on the pressure of the air in the compressor.The air 
pressure generated inside a compressor is measured by PSI (Pounds per Square Inch). Light-duty compressor usually 
generates 90PSI. It is also important to consider the horsepower (HP) rating of the compressor. The HP is an indication of how 
powerful the portable air compressor motor is. 

2. Power Source 

Portable air compressors are either powered by gasoline or electricity. Choosing between electricity and gasoline powered ai 
compressors depends on the location of jobsite and the presence of electricity. 



When choosing among electric compressors, you should understand that most require standard household voltage of betweer 
110 to 120V while compressors with motors that exceed 2 running horsepower usually require a 220 to 240V. 

Gas powered compressors are commonly used by remodelers and builders because of their convenience and high output. 
However, it is important to note that gas-powered compressors emit exhaust and thus, should never be used in indoor 
applications. For indoor applications, electric powered compressors are suitable for indoor applications as they do not emit 
exhaust. 

3. Pump Type 

Different air compressors have different pump designs, which can make a huge difference in the performance of the 
compressor. Some of the important variations include: 

+ Single-stage or two-stage 

Single stage compressors have one or more cylinders that produce compressed air at the same output pressure while a two- 
stage compressor has at least two cylinders. In the two-stage unit, the first-stage cylinder feeds the second stage cylinder 
resulting in more air stored in the same size tank. 

+ Oil-lubricated or Oil-free 

Oil lubricated air compressors will require oil to operate properly as it will be used to lubricate the moving parts to prevent wear. 
The oil must be monitored and changed to increase durability. 

Compressors that are oil-free basically use special piston rings that are made from materials similar to what is used in non-stick 
frying pans to lubricate the compressor's cylinder. 

It is important to note that oil free compressors are much smaller and lighter than oil lubricated compressors making them 
convenient and popular with most users. 



4. Tank Size 



The size of the tank determines how long your air tools can run before the compressor turns back on. The size of the tank can 
range from 1 to 80 gallons. The ideal size of the tank should be based on the requirements of your air tools. If your tools requir 
a lot of air, you should buy a compressor with bigger tank capacity. 



5. Additional Features 

In addition to the above mentioned features, you should also check the air cooling system to ensure the air compressor remain 
cool while in operation for extended motor life. Reading portable air compressor reviews will help you find compressors 
that run cool. 

You should also check the thermal overload switch to ensure that the motor shuts off automatically in case it overheats. A roll 
cage is another important feature that helps to protect the compressor from being battered or crushed on the jobsite. 



Click Here To Read Full Air Compressor Reviews 





A List of Best Air Compressor brands 



Air compressors are essential items for manufacturing and industrial units, 




large and small, crucial for mechanical processes such as ball mills and pump 
sets. However the market is so saturated with varieties of air compressors that 
selecting one among the many can prove difficult. 

Making the right choice typically requires that one thoroughly analyze the various 
brands of air compressors and what they have to offer, matching the results 
with the need in question. 
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And it is very essential that you first determine what you need the air 

compressor for before purchasing one in the first place; there's little point in purchasing a top of the line air compressor that 
you intend to use sporadically, not with the various reciprocating piston compressors on the market, some of the best air 
compressor brands on the market including the following: 



- Ingersoll Rand Air Compressor 

Often attracting the best portable air compressor reviews and known for the manufacture 
of items like blowers and lifting tools, Ingersoll is a fairly large brand popular for the quality 
of its products and the support it provides. Availing solutions for security, climate control 
and refrigeration to mention but a few, Ingersoll is your best bet for industry grade air 
compressors. 
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Ingersoll Rand 



- Campbell Hausfeld Air Compressors 

This house hold name is best known for its DIY products, Campbell Hausefeld availing air 
compressors that are not only effective in any home-based setting but whose affordability has 
afforded them popularity. Based in Ohio, Campbell Hausefeld also produces spray guns, 
generators and winches. 
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- Dewalt Air Compressors 

Producing compact compressors that are effective for not only diesel but electric motors as well, 



Dewalt Air Compressors, which is a part of Black & Decker, allows its customers to hire out air 
compressors on a temporary basis to meet prevalent needs. 

- Porter-Cable Air Compressors 

Operating under Black & Decker and known for producing a variety of power tools 
such as helical drive circular saws, this industrial domain counterpart of Dewalt has 
created a reputation for manufacturing some of the highest quality products 
designed for use in workshops and manufacturing units. 



PEWALT 



PORTER ♦ CABLE 



- Makita Air Compressors 



This Japanese based manufacturer of consumer and professional power tools developed 
the best portable air compressor 2015. Known for their line of robust and high power 
generators, Makita air compressors deliver an impressive performance even while 




promising reliability and efficiency. 



- California Air Tools Air Compressors 

Specializing in considerably quiet, oil free, lightweight compressors perfect for 
home and workshop use, this brand is also famous for its line of oil lubricated 
compressors. 

Other brands of worthwhile note include Senso, Husky, BOSTITCH, Craftsman, 
Hitachi and Industrial compressors to mention but a few. 
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Of the brands listed above, Ingersoll Rand is the best selection for individuals with large scale needs and who are not restricted 
by financial considerations; in most cases though it is always important to compare the choices of air compressors on offer to 
your needs and budgetary constraints before making a decision. 



It is important to educate oneself on the different types of compressors and their purpose before making a purchase. 



Reviews, ratings and rankings on trustworthy websites can also provide you with a clear idea of the quality and 
functionality of the compressor you wish to purchase. 



#1 BEST SELLER 
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